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Montogomery Watt, Islamic Political thought, Edinbugh Uni.Press,1968,P.28.

If we look more generally at the relation between religion and politics, it is helpful to
consider first the place of religion in the life of an individual. In the case of a person
to whom religion means something and is not a merely nominal adherence, two
points may be emphasized. First, the ideas of his religion constitute the intellectual
framework within which he sees all his activity taking place. It is from this
relationship to a wider context that his activities gain their signifiance, and a
consideration of the relationship may influence his general plan for his life in
particular ways. Secondly, because religion brings an awareness of this wider context
in which the possible aims for a man_s life are set, it may often generate the motives
for his activity; indeed, without the motives given by religion some activities cannot
be carried out. From these two points it is seen that religion has a central position in
a man_s life, not because it determines many of the details(though in some cases it
may), but because it gives him general aims in life and helps to concentrate his
energies in the pursuit of these aims.
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A Concise Report

Prepared by Alaa Shalaby

This report will present and analyze the Arab Workshop on “The
Media and Human Rights”, which was held in Cairo on January 21 and 22,
2003 as the first activity in the implementation of the Regional Program on
Human Rights and Development in the Arab Region “PARDHUR”, jointly
organized by the Arab Organization for Human Rights "AOHR", the United
Nations Development Program “UNDP” and the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights “UNHCHR"”. The Workshop was
organized in cooperation with the Federation of Arab Journalists “FAJ”, while
sixty experts, of both sexes, in the fields of Human Rights and Information,
and representing sixteen Arab countries, participated in the Workshop.

In addition to the general purpose of the Project "PARDHUR", which
is to support the dialogue between institutions of civil society in the Arab
region and international organizations, as well as with Arab governments,
the Workshop aimed to achieve the following in accordance with the Project:

1- Supporting freedom of the Press

2- Developing recommendations and explicit practical programs
that would allow Media people to handle human rights issues

3- Developing definite strategies to advance the culture of human
rights in all Media channels

4- Adopting an exploratory method regarding the manner in which
the Media handles human rights issues, the method can be later refined on
the regional level

5- Supporting the United Nations mission in promoting the respect
of human rights

In order to achieve such goals, the Workshop was carefully
prepared, while its axes and the type of participants were defined in order to
achieve the most possible balanced representation of activists working in the
field of human rights, whether they are male or female experts interested in
offering support, defense, protection, training and awareness. Female and
male activists working in the written, spoken and viewed Media, as well as
experts of both sexes working in academic institutions, were also invited to
attend along with representatives of the public official Media, of the private
non-governmental Media, and of the official partisan Media.

Mr. Mohamed El Sammak prepared the Workshop’s working paper,
Mr. Hassan Hamed, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Union of

" An AOHR's researcher and the Workshop’s rapporteur

Véo
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Egyptian Radio and Television, and Dr. Awatef Abdel Rahman, Professor of
Information at Cairo University, both commented on Mr. El Sammak’s paper.

Mr. Safwat El Sherif, the Egyptian Minister of Information, was
invited to open the Workshop; Mr. El Sherif deputized Mr. Nabil Osman,
Head of the Egyptian Information Organization, to deliver the opening
speech on his behalf.

Ambassadors of some Arab countries and representatives of some
foreign countries in Cairo attended the opening session, while some
Information Counselors, Cultural and Press Attaches attended the sessions
as observers.

The discussions were centered on:

1-Challenges facing freedom of the Press and the ways to deal with
them: legislative restrictions, political, social and cultural controls, and
challenges of technological development...

2-Professional ambiguities in the Media’s handling of human
rights issues

3-Role of the Media in reinforcing the respect of human rights,
helping human development, in helping support the United Nations mission
in the Arab Media by cooperating with the United Nations Information
Canter in this matter

A number of participants manifested a great interest in the
Workshop's subject and its axes before the Workshop was even held, by
sending comments regarding the Workshop’s subject, its axes and its
Working Paper. Mrs. Nermeen Awad, Mr. Salah Eldin Hafez, Mr. Mohamed El
Araby El Masary, Mr. Abdel Wahab Badrakhan, Mr. Abdel Razek El Delemy,
Mr. Mahboub Aly, Mr. Boudjema Ghechir and Mrs. May Shidiak all sent
comments regarding the issue of universality and specificity.

Since the very beginning the Workshop included very vibrant
discussions, in its opening session and contrary to what is customary in this
type of session, numerous discussions took place regarding freedom of
information and freedom of the Press in Arab countries. In all opening
speeches there was a consensus regarding a number of principles, the most
important was the close physical connection between the Media, human
rights and human development, and the fact that the three concepts have
become a measure and a gauge of the advancement of nations. It was also
stressed that human rights have a global and interconnected nature, and
they cannot be divided; freedom of opinion and information occupies a
central position in the order of public freedoms, therefore it is the genuine
introduction to human rights, and is also the guarantor of the respect of
these rights and thus a part of the human development process.

The ambiguity of handling human rights concepts in the Arab
region:
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Means to handle human rights concepts in Arab countries were
discussed, in view of what the Working Paper had brought up regarding the
position of some Arab governments who refused to join the International
Human Rights Law, or other Arab governments who had joined the treaties
but had reservations regarding some of its articles, projected on a
background of disparity between the rights guaranteed by the International
Human Rights Law and the more numerous rights contained in Arab and
Muslim regional conventions, in spite of the absence of fundamental
contradictions between the International Law and the Islamic Shariaa.

The discussions were a natural extension of the cultural debate
heard on the Arab scene regarding the issue of universality versus
specificity, and the duo of in versus out. Opinions pivoted around two
tendencies, the first called for the need to handle human rights concepts
while taking into consideration the Arab cultural specificity, reflected in the
prevailing patterns of values, traditions and religious beliefs in Arab
societies, and to also consider the specificity of the region and its political
factors, which are currently complicated by the present international and
regional climate, under the hegemony of one culture and its control over
sources of information, by the persistent phenomenon of the occupation by
settlements in Palestine and by the expected attack on lIraq, which all
represent blatant human rights violations. Adding to this the slow
democratic evolution in Arab countries, and the use of human rights by
political oppositions as a weapon against the ruling authorities.

This trend believed that reservations on treaties did not usually
touch on the core of rights, but reflected cultural diversity, and the
importance of gradually clarifying the comprehensiveness of human rights,
and that the absence of civil and political rights usually affects the entire
society and not a particular ethnic or religious group. Reservations also
meant that agreeing on one concept of human rights is impossible, an
example of this is the mix up between the concept of terrorism and the right
of people to self-determination, another example is the difference in views
between Western countries which tend to focus on civil and political rights,
and developing countries which focus more on development and
subsequently economic and social rights.

The second opinion was that it was essential to strictly adhere to the
International Human Rights Law as a reference and as a basic scale. This
group also refused to have a multitude of references, and the call to review
the International Human Rights Law in light of moral beliefs and values,
considering that this would render the position of Arab countries towards the
universality of Human Rights more enigmatic, and would not allow them to
properly join the global order; especially following the September 11, 2001
incidents and the need for dialogue with the foreign other, in order to
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benefit from the rights guaranteed by the International Law in favor of
Arabs on the level of individual and collective rights as well as the rights of
nations. In order to prevent selectiveness and duality in handling human
rights issues, specifically in cases related to the linguistic, religious and
ideological rights of minorities in Arab countries, to remove all excuses used
for unwarranted foreign intervention. This group also asked for the
preservation of the specificity of Arab cultural diversity, and for the
expansion of the concept of the right of groups to include all socially and
economically marginalized human sectors as a result of globalization, and to
find a deterrent to stop violations directed against the less favored sectors.

This group encouraged Arab governments to join International
Human Rights Covenants and to forego their reservations, especially those
reservation that have a general and undefined nature, and which the
governments link to the Islamic Shariaa without any real proof.

This group also demanded that human rights issues be handled not
only from the perspective of pride and violation, but also from the
perspective of the relation between democracy and fair human and humane
development. This group also stressed that according to the 1993 Vienna
Declaration, all groups of rights whether civil, political, social or cultural
rights and the right to development, had a global, interconnected and
indivisible nature.

This group also warned against abridging all demands to achieve
freedom, as freedom itself is not a unique guarantee, but pointed that it is
essential to meet humanitarian requirements as well, and to establish
principles for good governance which strives to achieve both human rights,
basic freedoms, democracy and fair human and humanitarian development.

Discussions brought forward the issue of reform in Arab countries,
and although there was a consensus among participants that there was a
need to take quick steps to achieve global reform, there was an important
debate regarding the role that foreign countries can play in the process of
internal reform. One group thought that outside pressure was not always
harmful, the group demonstrated that this type of pressure had been useful
in some historic phases, in some cases some movements for change and
social reform had benefited from this pressure. The group thought that at
the present time foreign pressure can be used to activate the mechanisms of
the absent democracy, this group encouraged Arab people not to use dual
standards in dealing with international principles, like inviting the
international community to interfere for humanitarian reasons in Palestine,
and refusing such and intervention in lIrag.

Another group declared from the first moment that it was in favor of
a comprehensive self-reform in all political, economic and social aspects, this
would include democratic modernization and supporting the human being’s
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public freedoms and basic rights. The reform would stem from the national
will and would express the nation’s internal woes. The reform movement
would be initiated by following the principles of frankness, transparency and
truthfulness, and therefore would not allow the realization of foreign goals
connected to selfish interests. This would not mean that one has to close-
up upon oneself, or prevent one from joining the international community,
or make one refuse to enter into a debate with the other.

This group denied the accusations leveled against it of having
double standards in dealing with international principles, pointing that the
problem of Palestine is the case of people under occupation, who suffer
from war crimes and crimes against humanity, crimes daily committed
against the Palestinian people, while the case of Iraq remains an internal
national issue where a whole nation suffers from an unwarranted
international embargo.

Challenges facing freedom of the press and how to handle them:

Discussions and opinions, expressed by the participants, globally
reflected the negative effects of the political climate prevailing in Arab
countries, climate distinguished by a slow democratic evolution and by the
occurrence of setbacks in countries which have a margin of democracy,
there is also an absence of serious democratic tools and a weak order of
basic rights and public freedoms.

Opinions pointed that this climate naturally produced legislative
restrictions and challenges, the most outstanding being the phenomenon of
severe penalties in cases of publication and opinion, such as freedom-
restricting penalties or big fines to be paid. In These restrictions plus the
policy of closing down newspapers and impounding newspaper issues, and
the difficulty to obtain a newspaper license, affect the pursuance of the
informative channel.

The lack of syndicates and unions for media people was closely
scrutinized, such organizations are completely absent in some countries,
while in others countries only some sectors of the media have unions,
existing organizations are weak and unable to perform their mission in
protecting media people.

Participants agreed on the effect that the owner of the media
channel has on its performance, whether this owner is the government or
the private sector. The government plays an essential role in directing the
editing policies of the government—owned media channels. Due to the
limited financial resources of independent channels, the government plays
an invisible role in restricting their freedom through its control over the
advertisement market.

The regression of the government ownership of media channels in
favor of private capitals plays a similar role in restricting the writing
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tendencies of any media organization according to its owner’s alignment, in
addition to the indirect role played by the capital in the field of
advertisement, which imposes on the editing management a great deal of
courtesies.

All these factors can produce the spread of the phenomenon of
censorship by the editing management on all information material, as well as
the self-censorship practiced by the individual editor motivated by the
increased professional dangers, the weak immunity offered to media people,
and the lack of legal awareness among them.

It is undeniable that these restrictions play the biggest role in
impeding freedom of the Press, some people pointed to the danger of outer
factors which are increasing since the incidents of 11 September 2001, and
which are negatively affecting media freedoms, those factors are embodied
by campaigns against Arab culture as well as escalating Zionist campaigns
against some journalists.

Furthermore the international information industry controls all
sources of information, which weakens the Media in Arab countries and
submits it to its hegemony.

Some people warned that governments might sometime choose to
focus on major regional or international incidents, in order to escape from
their aggravating internal problems, including problems related to human
rights and human development, especially that the democratic path is still
imposed from the outside and is motivated by pressure mostly exerted by
international funding institutions.

Some people refused a suggestion to draft a unified Arab Press Law
that would guarantee Press freedoms, considering that such a Law would
not answer but the minimum requirements.

All opinions agreed that freedom of the Press is part of the problem
of public freedoms, and that working for freedom of the Press is not only the
mission of journalists and human rights activists, but the problem of all
sectors of society, whose roles would be achieved by working to establish
the means and pillars for good governance.

The professional ambiguities in the Media’s handling of human rights
issues:

All discussions concurred that the Media plays a very important role
in promoting awareness regarding human rights issues, within the
framework of the Media’s basic missions which are first to reflect public
opinion’s position regarding various issues, and second to form and shape
public opinion. Opinions also agreed that the Media’s role extended beyond
informing to defending, protecting and supporting through revealing
violations, plus spreading respect and inciting people to ask for missing
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rights, in addition to teaching the respect of the rights of others, and
warning against the arbitrary use of any rights.

Due to the weak effect that the order of public rights has on the
manner that the Media handles human rights issues, opinions declared that
the Media in Arab countries generally disregarded human rights issues.
Some people thought that this disregard was due to the fact that a human
rights violation does not represent an incident that attracts a lot of interest
on the part of media channels, and usually cases of public interest, including
human rights subjects, are handled in a very selective manner.

Others thought that the ambiguity was caused by the multiple
concepts and terminology related to human rights, which negatively affected
the ability of media people to handle human rights issues and report about
them. For example human rights issues were discussed as if they were
limited to civil and political rights only, without mention of economic, social
and cultural rights.

Some people mentioned the danger of the lack of interest on the
part of the Media regarding the public opinion factor, which is an essential
component in the equation of the information mission. There are no planned
editorial policies, caused in most cases by the weak formation and education
of reporters, as well as by their inadequate training. Reporter should be
trained to develop their performance to suit the products of the revolution in
technology and communication, and the wide technological development,
and their lack of awareness regarding human rights issues and concepts
should be corrected by the curriculum taught in information institutions.

Other factors are poor financial resources available to information
channels, and their subjugation to courtesies in the advertisement market,
as well as the rarity of specialization and seldom adopting a journalistic
investigative method.

Many participants drew the attention to the dangers of the spread of
corruption among individual reporters, as many of them are paid low wages,
and the principle of a professional conscience is completely lacking because
of the weakness of unions or their total absence. Reporters have a very low
legal awareness, and their social roots and political or cultural affiliations
affect the way they deal with issues related to human rights violations.

Role played by the Media in promoting the respect of human rights
and human development, and in promoting the United Nations’ mission in
this matter in the Arab countries’ Media:

Participants were very interested in the question of raising the
awareness of Media people regarding human rights issues and concepts,
and regarding the connection between their civil, political, economic, social,
cultural sectors and the right to development, as well as raising their
awareness regarding the course of human and humanitarian development.
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Participants stressed that it was important to consider the International
Human Rights Law as the main reference to measure and catalogue
violations, and to focus on information in the training programs offered to
human rights activists, and to encourage human rights activists to provide
all information channels with rich and publishable human rights material.

Some people promoted the idea that the Media should expand the
handling of issues related to women and children as well as other sectors in
need of help, and issues connected to human and humanitarian
development as well as issues that do not generate any political sensitivity,
considering such problems as at the heart of human rights issues in general
and at the core of the right to development in particular.

Some participants called for the need to focus on the role of the
various Art forms in raising the awareness of human rights culture and
concepts, and to attempt to capture the attention of the information viewed
channels, which are everyday becoming more attractive to the public, and
are daily affecting a wider circle of the population. It is also essential to
promote human rights, through the religious speech in Mosques and
Churches alike.

Some suggested to use the expertise of Arab information personnel
working in foreign information channels, as well as foreign information
personnel working in Arab media channels, to clarify the reality about the
position of Arab culture towards various human rights issues.

It was also suggested to find permanent frameworks for cooperation
between the human rights movement in Arab countries and local and
regional information organizations and institutions, and to also to find means
of cooperation between those permanent frameworks and international
human rights organizations as well as international information organizations
and institutions, in order to provide protection for media people and human
rights activists while performing their missions. It was stated that it was
also essential to include all social sectors in the development and democratic
process, in order to establish the bases of good governance within Arab
societies, and to understand that the concept of human and humanitarian
development is the modern concept of traditional development.

There was a wide support for the need to spread investigative
reporting among the various Media channels, to adopt specialization and
division of work, to put clear standards for the evaluation of the
performance of information organizations, to study the experiment of
incorporating viewed and printed information sectors and to benefit from the
incorporation’s positive results in the way the Media handles current issues.
There was also a wide support for the need to train people working in the
various fields of information to benefit from the revolution in communication
and from technical progress, and to increase their use of the Internet.

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

Participants invited information channels to rely on transparency and
truthfulness in handling various issues, and to deal with regional and
international incidents in an analytical manner to clearly show their true
dimensions, as in the case of the Palestinian problem.

Some participants invited Arab governments to form national human
rights committees, whose members would be human rights activists,
members of the Media, as well as all other interested governmental and
non-governmental sectors.

While some participants suggested benefiting from the margin of
democracy resulting from international pressure on Arab countries, to widen
the margin of democracy and public freedoms, including freedom of
information and freedom of the press, the majority suggested using the
work, done by the United Nations and its related specialized organizations,
as well as the rich documents it publishes regarding this work, and to form
work cells from human rights activists to help reporters handle human rights
subjects, and to widely publish all the periodical official reports presented by
governments to the United Nations Commission for Human Rights, regarding
their performance and how far do they abide by the International Human
Rights Law.

The Workshop’s recommendations:

Participants showed in their final statement their insistence over a
number of principles, which expressed their utter belief regarding the close
physical connection between democracy, human rights and development,
and the mutual effects they have on each other. They also believed that
Arab countries’ adoption of the course of liberal free economy would
consequently mean the need to abide by democracy and public political
freedoms. Thus there was a need to achieve a comprehensive Arab
renaissance, which will be led by democracy and the principles of good
governance, renaissance in which civil society and the private sector play a
basic role beside the government, which means that it is imperative to
urgently put an Arab plan to achieve democratic evolution in Arab countries,
which in turn will reflect positively on freedom of information.

Putting into consideration the challenges presented by the
quickening technological development, participants thought that it was
imperative for the Media to benefit from information technologies that
undoubtedly will help it to play its role especially in the way it handles
human rights issues. The participants are convinced that there is a close
connection between the Media and human rights, it was declared that the
Media is the main channel to spread the culture of human rights, while
freedom of information is a traditional human right that the movement of
human rights and other interested sectors of society are constantly
promoting.

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

As a reflection of discussions, and as participants understood the
main dimensions of the issue of freedom of information, which include three
aspects: freedom of opinion, free flow of information and ownership of
information tools, participants demanded freedom to publish various
newspapers, to freely grant them license to publish, to abstain from closing
them or impounding their issues. Participants also called for the amendment
of related legislation to harmonize them with international standards, by
abolishing freedom-restricting penalties and all other severe penalties, in
what is known as publishing and opinion crimes. Participants asked
governments to cooperate with information institutions and human rights
organizations, to increase the flow of information according to the right to
obtain such information.

In order to find ways to overcome the professional ambiguities,
which face the ability of the Media to handle human rights and development
issues, participants beseeched governments to allow more freedom to create
human rights organizations and Media union organizations, and asked them
to guarantee their independence. They also asked governments to create
national human rights committees that would gather all interested parties
including members of the Media; they also invited teaching institutions to
include human rights in their curriculums and to spread human rights
awareness.

Participants asked the Arab Organization for Human Rights and the
Federation of Arab Journalists to shoulder the responsibility of publishing an
annual report about observing freedom of information and freedom of the
press according to human rights principles. They asked both organizations
to work with the Arab Institute for Human Rights to organize courses to
educate reporters; they also invited them to cooperate with the Institute and
with the Arab Lawyers Union, in order to increase training programs for
human rights activists regarding the practice of communication. They also
asked the same organizations to cooperate with all interested institutions of
civil society to defend activists in the field of information and human rights,
activists in both field had their rights and freedoms violated because of their
activities or their professional performance.

In order to develop the role of the Media in promoting the respect of
human rights and encourage human development, participants invited
various sectors of the Arab Media to join their efforts to face any human
rights violation that occurs in any Arab country, and to consider it as a
human rights violation in all Arab countries; they also stressed the need to
respect the rights of all minorities within Arab countries, in a manner that
would keep their cultural specificity within the unity of each country and
would safeguard the common interests of all Arab countries. Participants
invited the Media to handle social cases from the perspective of human
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development, especially issues related to fighting poverty and to the weak
and marginalized sectors. They also asked the Media to preserve the
environment and develop the role of women, to focus on economic, social
and cultural rights, considering that they are basic rights closely related to
human beings. Participants also beseeched the United Nations, its agencies
and organizations, specially the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights and the United Nations Development Program, to continue offering
support and to participate in implementing this Workshop's
recommendations.

Recommendations reflected the participants’ particular interest in
the role of teaching, academic and forming institutions, in spreading
awareness of the culture of human rights, of the course of human
development and of the concept of good governance. Participants
expressed their interest in the role of the Media’s unionist formations in
providing protection to reporters against dangers of their profession, while
they wished that human rights organizations could work freely in order to
perform their mission. Participants declared that they wished to see all
sectors of civil society play complementary roles, in order to implement
these recommendations.

Recommendations also reflected the participants’ adoption of the
view that governments are essential partners in implementing all
recommendations, especially in promoting freedom of the press and the
respect of human rights, while seeing related United Nations organizations,
especially the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR),
and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), as major role players
in supporting the implementation of these recommendations.

Recommendations also stressed the interest of participants
regarding the issue of the linguistic and religious rights of minorities, in
correlation with preserving stability in Arab countries and with common Arab
interests. Recommendation also reflected the interest on the part of
participants regarding cases related to sectors that are weak, marginalized
or in need of assistance, foremost the need to promote the role of women
and develop their sector.

Recommendations also reflected the participants’ interest in
preserving the environment by adopting the sustained human development
that the Regional Program for Human Rights and Development in the Arab
Region (PARDHUR) is looking forward to achieve, and under which the
current Workshop is held, the Workshop aims to develop awareness for the
Program’s course.

Recommendations reaffirmed the participants’ firm position towards
considering the International Human Rights Law as the main reference and
gauge for human rights. Participants adopted the comprehensive and
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connected nature of the various kinds of rights, including the right to
development; they also adopted the idea that rights have a close connection
with the course of human development, democracy and the various bases
on which are built good governance.

* * %
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Recommendations issued by the Arab Workshop on

Media and Human Rights
(Cairo 21 & 22 January 2003)

The Workshop provided numerous constructive contributions to face
the challenges opposing freedom of the Media, the technical ambiguities
found in the Media’s handling of Human Rights issues, and regarding the
role played by the Media in promoting the respect of Human Rights and in
encouraging Human Development in the Arab nation, as well as the means
to support the United Nations’ message in the Arab Media.

During the Workshop, the participants reiterated a set of principles,
which included:

1. To consider democracy, human development, respect of human rights
and basic freedoms as a connected entity, where all parts are in a state of
symbiosis, based on the fact that political freedom cannot be separated from
economic freedom, which has already been accepted by Arab states.

2. The necessity of devising a conception to hasten the democratic evolution
in the Arab region, based on the need for a comprehensive Arab renaissance
powered by democracy and the principles of good governance, where civil
society and the private sector play a pivotal role alongside the state.

3. The rapid development in communication and information technologies,
creates opportunities and challenges for the Arab Media; making it
imperative to use information technologies to help the Media play its
important role in propagating awareness of Human Rights.

4. Stressing the close bond between Human Rights and the Media, freedom
of the Media in itself is one of the Human Rights, and the Media represents
the main gateway to spread the culture of Human Rights.

5. Protecting Media freedoms is the concern of the whole society, and not a
professional concern for the Media people alone.

First: The Means to Reinforce Media Freedoms:

The Workshop considers Freedom of the Media a three-sided issue,
which include owning the information tool, free flow of information and
freedom of opinion, consequently the Workshop demands the following:

1. Giving unlimited right to publish newspapers, as well as granting licenses
to other Media tools, and refraining from closing and impounding
newspapers.

2. Amending legislatures governing Media freedom to uphold freedoms of
the Media according to international standards, especially in connection with
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canceling freedom-restricting penalties, foregoing severe penalties and
canceling protective custody in publishing crimes.

3. Governments should cooperate with all Media instruments and Human
Rights organizations, to facilitate the flow of information in order to activate
the right to receive information.

Second: Professional Ambiguities

Stemming from the Workshop's estimation of the challenges facing
professional performance in the field of information and human rights, and
understanding the relationship between professional standard and fulfilling
the cause’s requirements, the Workshop invites:

1. All Arab governments to allow the establishment of Human Rights
organizations, as well as journalistic and media unions, in countries where
no such organizations exist, and to guarantee the independence of unionist
organizations.

2. All educational institutions to include Human Rights in the curriculum of
universities, sections and institutes teaching Information.

3. The Federation of Arab Journalists, the Arab Organization for Human
Rights and the Arab Institute for Human Rights, to organize training sessions
for Media people in the field of Human Rights.

4. The Arab Organization for Human Rights, the Federation of Arab
Journalists, the Arab Lawyers Union and the Arab Institute for Human
Rights, to intensify their training programs for Human Rights activists, in
order to teach them how to practice communication.

5. The Arab Organization for Human Rights and the Federation of Arab
Journalists, to issue an annual report that would monitor Media freedoms
according to Human Rights principles.

6. To form a joint committee from the Federation of Arab Journalists, the
Arab Organization for Human Rights and institutions of civil society
concerned with the defense of people working in the Media and human
rights activists, when their rights and freedoms are violated in connection
with their professional performance.

7. To form national human rights committees that would assemble all
interested parties, including the Media.

Third: Role of the Media in Supporting the Respect of Human
Rights and Promoting Human Development

Stemming from the participants’ appreciation of the role that the
Media can play in monitoring the status of Human Rights and in exposing
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various violations, in addition to informing and promoting human
development, they called for:

1. To consider issues of Human Rights violations in one Arab country, as a
violation of Human Rights in all Arab countries, and invite all sectors of the
Arab Media to jointly oppose each issue, in accordance with the principles of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

2. To stress the importance of respecting the rights of all minorities living in
Arab countries, in a manner that would protect their specificities within the
framework of each country’s national unity, and within the Arab nation’s
collective interests.

3. To invite the Media to present society’s problems from the standpoint of
human development, especially fighting poverty, caring for weak and
marginalized sectors, protecting the environment, helping promote women's
role, and to also present economic, social and cultural rights as basic rights
not to be separated from other rights.

4. The participants earnestly appealed to United Nations organizations,
especially the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the
UNDP, to continue to offer their support in order to help implement those
recommendations.
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This book discusses the work of the Arab Roundtable on the
Role of the Civil Society in the Arab Countries in Reform, which was
held in Cairo, Egypt, on June 21 & 22, 2003, in cooperation
between the Arab Organization for Human Rights and Bibliotheca
Alexandrina, within the framework of the Regional Project on
Human Rights and Development in the Arab Region, implemented
by the Arab Organization for Human Rights (AOHR) in cooperation
with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).
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